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Coffman Unveils Plan to Boost Onshore Energy Production
Bill Directs Feds to Stop Stalling Oil & Gas Production on Public Land

  

(WASHINGTON) – Congressman Mike Coffman (R-CO) introduced H.R. 2375 , the Facilitating
American Security Through Energy Resources Act (FASTER), in light of the recent
announcement by the Obama Administration to tap into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to
temporarily alleviate rising gasoline prices.  Coffman’s legislation would require the U.S.
Department of the Interior to accelerate and streamline the approval process for onshore oil and
gas production permits on federal lands to produce for domestic oil and gas.

    “Instead of depleting our emergency reserves, the Obama Administration should stop
standing in the way of allowing Americans to develop our own energy resources,” Coffman
said.    

Coffman’s bill would require Department of the Interior officials to identify 200 onshore leases
every year that have the highest energy potential and expeditiously move them through the
permitting process within 180 days.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) claims that it
takes, on average, 206 days to process a drilling permit application, but according to Coffman
the actual waiting time for many permits is closer to two years.

  

“Officials in the Obama Administration may deny that they are restricting access to energy
resources on federal lands out West but that just isn’t true,” said Coffman.  “We are sitting on
enough of our own energy resources that we could lower energy cost, stimulate the economy,
and promote energy independence for the United States, if the government only allowed us to
produce them.”

  

Coffman cites a Public Lands Statistics report issued by the BLM in January that he said shows
that in 2008, there were over 2,400 new oil and natural gas leases issued on BLM land and 2.6
million acres leased for production, but in 2010, the number of newly issued leases for
production dropped to about 1,300 and acres leased dropped to 1.3 million.  In addition,
Coffman points to a U.S. Fossil Fuel Resources report released by the non-partisan
Congressional Research Service on March 25 that shows that the United States still has the
largest combined oil and natural gas energy reserves in the world.

  

“Our country’s abundant onshore natural resources represent not just trillions of dollars in
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revenue, but also the high-paying jobs that go with it,” Coffman said.  “We are sitting on
extraordinary resources on our public lands that could be responsibly developed, but this
Administration is determined to delay, cancel, or reduce current domestic energy production, all
at the expense of our national and economic security.”

  

Coffman’s bill has the support of the Western Energy Alliance, an advocacy group that
promotes the use and development of natural gas and oil in the West, which estimates that
16,200 potential jobs have been prevented in the American West due to policies that restrict
energy resource development on public lands.

  

“The FASTER Act is a commonsense bill that will enable Interior to identify the reasons high
potential leases are being held up and take the necessary steps to ensure production is allowed
to proceed to a timely manner,” said Kathleen Sgamma, director of Government and Public
Affairs for the Western Energy Alliance.

  

The oil and natural gas industry is often criticized for not producing on all active leases but
according to Sgamma, the industry produces from a high percentages of leases – 43
percent—with approximately half of the remaining non-producing acreage being held up
somewhere in the regulatory process.

  

The Coffman measure is also supported by the Colorado Oil and Gas Association (COGA), a
trade association of oil and gas developers.

  

"The Colorado Oil & Gas Association appreciates the focus on improving and expediting leases
which can provide an affordable, abundant, reliable, and secure source of energy,” said Tisha
Conoly Schuller, COGA’s president and CEO.

  

“I served two combat tours of duty in the Middle East with the Marine Corps and saw the
volatility of this region firsthand.  It’s time for this Administration to let this country develop its
own resources so we are not dependent on countries, such as those in the Middle East, who
are often unstable and hostile to U.S. interests,” said Coffman.
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